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1 John 2:7-11	Questions

1. Having discussed in the preceding verses, (3-6), about keeping the Lord’s commandments, what specific commandment does John refer to as the “old commandment” which they “had from the beginning” in verse 7? ________________________________________________

2. Looking back at Leviticus 19:9-22, list at least ten things  the Israelites were to taught to consider when dealing with those considered to be their neighbors which showed love. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Who among these people were considered neighbors? ________________________________________________________

4. In verse 8, John speaks of a new commandment which is actually an extension of the old one. In this verse, what appears to make the difference? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. To whom does the “in him” refer? ____________________________

6. What is the meant by “which thing is true in him and in you:”? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What are the implications of “the darkness is past and the true light now shineth” and what difference does it make? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Christ gave love a new meaning. Jesus Christ...
a. loved not only friends, but ____________.
b. loved not only good people, but _______ people.
c. Loved not only the righteous, but the ____________.
d. loved not only the ___________, but the rejected.
e. loved not only the ____________, but the dirty.

"Ye have heard that it hath been said, ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.’ But I say unto you, ‘Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; that ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven.’" (Matthew 5:43-45).

9. Jesus has shown we must love everyone no matter who they are. Note His words above: "That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:45). The only way we can become children of God is to love even as God loves. If we do not love, then we do not know God, for God is love. He is the love that loves all people no matter who they are. 

10. What does John say about a man who loves his brother? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. What does John say about a person who says he in the light, but hates his brother? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Applying the Test (copied)
There are many lessons that these verses teach us. The primary lesson is that there is simply no substitute for genuine Christian love. The command to love is not a new commandment; it has been a part of God’s plan for His children from the very beginning. The life and ministry of Jesus Christ have, however, added a new dimension. The type of love that Christ taught is much more profound and much broader than any type of love that had existed previously. Jesus taught that we are not only to love our neighbors (those who are like us), we are also to love our enemies.
Genuine love leads to action. As followers of Christ we must always be looking for appropriate ways to demonstrate God’s love in an unloving world. Love may simply be an expression of care and concern for a friend or loved one. It may be nothing more than a simple kindness shown to a stranger. If it is to be truly meaningful, our love needs to be demonstrated with integrity and without seeking reward. It must always be appropriate to the situation and without looking for glory or recognition. It must always seek the best interest of the person loved.
Genuine love is not, however, naïve. Christian love should never be used as an excuse to tolerate sinful conduct or heresy. Sometimes love has to be tough. In this passage, John is well aware of the danger presented by the false teachers, and he is committed to do everything he can to prevent the spread of their error. Love and truth go together. As believers, we have a responsibility both to defend the truth of the Gospel and to share the love of Christ in a fallen world.
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